188	Dupieix.	1746-
coast in July, 1746. The English squadron, though
inferior in numbers, ought to have been more thaji a
match for the ill-equipped French ships, but it was com-
manded by a man of feeble character, and after an in-
decisive engagement the English commodore stood out
to sea, leaving the way to Pondich^ry open.
Madras now lay exposed to attack, and was far less
capable of defence than Pondichery. Prompt action on
the part of La Bourdonnais would probably have re-
sulted in the capture of all the English settlements on
the coast. But, with the removal of danger, unforeseen
difficulties arose. La Bourdonnais, ardent and enter-
prising, accustomed to command, and con-
La Bourdon-	° r	. ... .	,
naisand scious of great abilities and great services,
Dupieix. could not bring himself to submit to the
superior authority of Dupieix, whom, perhaps, he de-
spised as a mere trader. Dissensions broke out between
these two men, which were fatal to the interests of France.
Madras was taken, but nothing more. The precious
time was wasted; the English were reinforced, and in
1748 Pondichery itself was besieged by a very large
force, under Admiral Boscawen. Its capture appeared
inevitable, but the marvellous skill and resolution of
Dupieix, who, though no soldier, was the soul of the
defence, averted its fall and restored the waning prestige
of the French. The Governor of Pondichery was medi-
tating fresh schemes of aggrandisement when news of
the Peace of Aix-la-Chapelle reached India, and Madras
had to be restored to the English.
Peace was re-established, and the two Companies
hoped that their agents would settle down quietly into
commercial pursuits; a vain hope, for the passions
roused by five years of hostilities could not easily be laid
aside. Moreover, the peace coming at a time when an
unusual number of European soldiers were present in

